Dear Hogor, 7/6/75 

Our pleasant afternoon two weeks ago If or which I an much in your debt) was 
the closest to a rilaxed period for m until now. Probably 1 didn't occa relaxed 
but for at and part-oularly for tho oombinatiaa of oircui. stance a I was. Thanks. 

I'll add a bit to what I told you of the unusual project on which 1 was engaged 
but it all must remain confidential. 

What made the whole thing mom dUlcult is that the e«^nt knows me and ay work 
wall anc. was afraid, He showed it until deep into our meeting, when I began to 
participate. He hai indicate! he would oppose ay being there snd when I went to the 
bathroom when the legal matters had been worked out asked what the hell I was there for. 

Vfhat 1 wanted of ay participation wa mom infonaation. McDonald is an expert 
in identification and interrogation, “a has inya/ntion:= , etxts, reaches the* etc. 
nonetheless, in my own way, I was able to get much from him. Incluiiing real names. 

The word "Hysanttfls” comes to mind regularly. ***** With tils stuff in particular. 

The important new anno was not unknown to «k». Since then I have had a long uni 
friendly moating with that former agent's last lady friend. Another of the ma£ 
charoctero in the 3t6ry happens to own a farm not far from here, between hare and 
a B4 m she owns and on which she is ppsndia,; the holiday weekend. She was to hove 
phonei hit anc to have invited him to ant with me. Bather risucy, sure. But I felt 
I had to chance it. 1 do not take silence as indication of less risk. S/ie is also to 
phono still another of the dramatis peraouaae who is temporarily in NIC for the same 
invitation. Unless they .ere all privy to a real termination with extreme prejudice 
or are afraid they should be willing because they are knowing. An alternative is 
that all are part of a conscious Department of Disinformation project. 

All the details, inclu din g ooa:uni cation with The Grsat ^yond durinr the inter- 
view, are pretty hairy. 

One of tho more unusual aspe cts is t lie enormous amount of time Tims h»« put into 
this with Sandy daith. He spent a month in California and thereafter conducted 
what appear to have been extensive interviews in the east. Ho has been working on 
CIa sines hii Watergate work, he says. Or, can you/laagine the fun tliey can have in 
thoir coning whitewash with thin oom/uaisstica with ths departed spirit? haa 
it all in notes. Two separate notebooks. One for the live interviewee, one for the 
spirit. He has a tape, too, as I have. 

T!»re is just too much money and effort in this fakery not to wonder if not worry. 

Until Tuesday I've cleaned up all X need do on the current FOIA suit. It now 
has s record that, with maj o rHBe dia attention, could break the whole case apart. As 
there has been no such attention, 1 axpet none. One consequence nay be the rewriting 
of the law in court with the help of thi- Judge who was Just overruled on the TBI'b 
right to ladiscrlninate wiretapping. Jim snd X have worked hard, doing all two men 
can. I cam only hope it is enough. I'm chaygiAt end proving a new /HI perjury. In 
the oourne of this I've gotten much I didn t want but is useful. Could make a real 
rood story* "Secret Svidenoe Pr.ves Oswald fcu.ooant." 

The government has moved to dismiss. Tho next calendar call at which the judge 
will rulo ono way or another on sect thing is for the 15th. 

I've not been able to «tch much electronic news reporting l..tely but I did catch 
mtotwo interest Schorr TV bits on Oswald. If the texts are available they'd Interest 
me. In tiiae perhaps CB3. One I beliaVe has its origin with Bud ‘ensterwald. Although 
we have not been talking he sent me word a month or so ago that 'a guy had wlakec in 
off the street with so e Cll/Oswald infonaation. Bud was going to wilts a .^emo and 
wanted ay appilaieal after 1 reaa it. If he wrote it I never got it. I suspect this 
may be the iron Schorr airetf in the stery that he had seen an interview report on a 
returned Marine defeefeot/ This are hao long interested me and I have much on it. 
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Tbm other otory was attribute- to ivcantly declassified Warren Commission 
documents. One of cy in te roots ia in vh- ther th* Archives withheld tills one from 
ne. It would not lx; the first time if they did, Another is in whether, as would be 
neither wrong nor unnatural, o her mat . rial was woven in. 

The thrust, as I remember it, wan that Oswald may have bean used by the ant±- 
CastroB. The thought is not new but if a r al document was tho source, one recently 
doclas. if isd, one involving the White Russian Dallas-?ort Worth con. unity, that 
would be new. 

It also would not be inconsistent wit. this black-bock deal. Depending on the 
part not yet written, it could be entirely consistent, i'art of it, in fact. 

I'Ll be in Washington Tuesday. If I have time I'll phone Schorr or moaner 
< tha latter has always been a one-way street) and see if ae 1 do not believ? this 
is a confidential source. If it is other than 1 have I*d want to see it and loam 
why tho Archives is withholding it froa me. 

Given TV's ne**4 to encapsulate, I imagine the short bit was a compilation that 
began ..*ith the peg and included other sources one of which ia general knowledge. 

In all of this the manipulation of the media does concern me. There would be 
real spook delight in using Schorr in particular. Besides, he is an exceptionally 
good reporter an! could be exacted to follow leads with more than average diligsnoe 
and competence. His interest is in a r.tory and that is the interest he'd folow, 
without the background required for di«criainating between plants that serve Widen 
purposes and straight, untainted nowa. 

*<oth O; tnose are completely le/^Lti ate stories, .oth were handle competently 
and hon.stly. However, there remains the possibility that aoseone outside CBS had 
a special interest in «-.ch beinr aired and each being aired as it was. 

8ud is nov-i as easily as a pawn, tore •'aaAly bocauno ho ia a self-starter 
with all tho right ( which is to say wrong) instincts and preconceptions and hateB, 

I found Ksthor Hartiganar an exceptionally able researcher and a docent 
Her head it put tog -her better than any I can reeaaber and with a facility for h.-n Hn g 
onto what aha wants to leum that Particularly with my weurinesa and all I'a trying 
to keep in ay h-.-ad X envy. 

I decided to be conplotoly open with laying out ny problems and potential 
conflicts and to trust bar. 1 explained that 1 do not wait to give ui ay work away 
and woula not If oBu were to then duplicate it but that I wan tail to be as informative 
aa I could be while not violating my obligations to day. do that she would know what 
had to be chocked with Jin before it could be used ad what I had to restrict 1 taped 
tho interview for her. She did not bring a machine. I gave her the tapes so aha could 
do tills checking when ana as necessary. >/hsn 3ha is finished she'll return thorn to 
ssa and I'll lay them aside for the time where thero will 'oc the scholarly interest 
in oral histories. 

She returned somethin; I loaned her with a nice note. 

da tha question of using what I do not want to give away, 1 told her that if CBS 
could pay an inposter like Schoenmm as a consultant they ought have no trouble 
an export «s one, bhe was unaware of this and made a notu of it. 

I also explained that there is movie interest in my work and I naturally don't 
want to give that away, li the record osi these interests is not encouraging, there 
is always the law of averages and the changed and changing situation. 

Bothing new froa Birnbaum. I hope that whan hs calls again it ia not in the middle 
of oooolfcin. else I can't drop. 3oth tfiasti of the 15th can be such a time. I can't 
tell hia port o, the uhb bureaucracy what to do but it ia costing thorn a fortune cot 
to buy the available rights to the work I've already done. If tney try to tip it off 
It may coat then more. But the moat important consideration a'u weigh if I were CBS 
ia tho unadvortised competitive interest and. tine, It was a real stupidity to 
so far in advance an^ while dealing fer the Ford crapola. I've hoard free ono not 
that both others are off and running and enow whoso project it ia at one. If cither 
coass to mo to buy they'll bo months ahead and have all anyone needs except the filming. 

Hastily, and with thanks. 



